
GREETINGS FROM COOLIDGE SCHOOL    
March 23, 2015 
www.shrewsbury-ma.gov/schools/coolidge 
 
Dear Families, 
 
When you assign your child a job, does s/he stick with it? If so, what you’re 
seeing in action is perseverance. We’ve been talking a lot about this 
tendency lately at Coolidge, in part because it’s so related to effective effort. 
In fact, at a recent All School Meeting we watched a clip that depicts the 
importance of perseverance well. For the children I ran it through a program 
to remove all advertising, but the easiest way for your to find it is at this 
link: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xjejTQdK5OI 
 
Not surprisingly, the students are initially captivated by the effort it takes 
simply to run. They’ve not seen indoor track events, or even a track that big. 
As you’ll soon see, however, in this clip the runner featured is remarkable 
for reasons that go far beyond her ability to run: it’s her determination that 
shines through. As we explain to the children, we may all start out in 
different places. How we progress has a lot to do with what we expect of 
ourselves along the way. 
 
This morning our third graders began taking the PARCC exam. More than 
anything else the test presented yet another opportunity to talk about 
persevering. Initially, our third graders were struck by the work itself. After 
digging into the test, however, it seemed to us that the children connected 
the tasks demanded with their previous efforts- and they just got busy. With 
our fourth graders beginning on Wednesday, what I hope for is that every 
student gives it their personal best.  
 
Thanks for your support of your child’s efforts, at school and at home. Here 
are some additional resources, in the event you’d like to learn more about 
how to recognize, affirm and even manage persistence in your child: 
 

~http://www.zerotothree.org/child-development/social-emotional-
development/tips-on-helping-your-child-be-persistent.html 
~ http://www.ahaparenting.com/parenting-tools/emotional-
intelligence/persistence 
~ http://www.parents.com/parenting/better-parenting/style/how-to-teach-
kids-perseverance-goal-setting/ 



 

Sincerely, 

Amy  
 
 
 
 



 



 
 



 



 



 



 



Important Upcoming Dates: 
 
Thursday   March 19 Trimester 2 ends 
Tuesday  March 31 Special State Election 
Monday   April 6, Report Cards go home 
Thursday  April 16, PTO Meeting, 7 pm in the Media Center 
 
PARCC Assessment Dates (PARCC replaces MCAS starting this year.) 
Grade 3 
English Language Arts  
TOMORROW: March 24 and FRIDAY, March 27 
Math 
March 30 and March 31  
 
Grade 4  
English Language Arts 
March 25, March 26, and March 27 
Math 
April 1 and April 2 
 
End of Year Assessment 
Grade 3 
English Language Arts 
May 11 
Math 
May 13 and May 14 
 
Grade 4 
English Language Arts 
May 12 
Math 
May 18 and May 19 
 
FYI 
 
1. Congratulations, Coolidge artists! 
 
Smita Bhogle (in Grade 4), Rachel Lineman (Grade 2), and Jacob 
Callahan(Grade 1) have their art displayed at the Worcester Art Museum for 



Youth Art Month!   

We are very excited to be participating again this year, as last year Worcester did 
not host Youth Art Month.  We are also very proud that Shrewsbury is so well 
represented in the show.  

Check it out: the exhibit runs from now until March 30th.   

2. Attention 4th Grade Parents:  4th Grade End of Year Ceremony Meeting 
– THIS Thursday March 26th.  
 There will be a meeting regarding the 4th grade End of the Year Completion 
Ceremony.  Parents of fourth graders whom are interested in helping out with this 
event can join us on Thursday, March 26th at 3:30 in Miss Finneran’s Room on 
the 3rd floor. 
	  

3. Shrewsbury	  Road	  Scholars	  5K	  and	  1-‐Mile	  Fun	  Run 

Who	  is	  up	  for	  the	  challenge	  of	  participating	  in	  the	  Shrewsbury	  Road	  
Scholars	  5k/Fun	  Run??	  Both	  the	  mile	  race	  and	  the	  5K	  race	  start	  at	  
12pm	  on	  Sunday,	  April	  12th	  at	  Oak	  Middle	  School.	  	  The	  registration	  
form	  is	  on	  the	  SPS	  website.	  For	  more	  information,	  visit:	  
www.shrewsburyroadscholars.org	  Hope	  to	  see	  you	  there!	  	   
 


